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The Honorable Michael Froman 
United States Trade Representative 
6007 17th Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20508 

Dear Ambassador Froman, 

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON COURTS, INTELLECTUAL 

PROPERTY AND THE INTERNET 

SUBCOMMlneE ON ReGULATORY REFORM, 

COMMERCIAL AND ANTITRUST LAw 

AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON HORTICULTURE, 

ReSEARCH, BIOTECHNOLOGY ANO FOREIGN 

AGRICULTURE 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CONSERVATION, ENERGY 

ANO FORESTRY 

As you continue to negotiate the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), I have appreciated meeting 
with you and am grateful for your office's willingness to keep me informed of the negotiations. 
As these negotiations proceed, I urge you to ensure that any final agreement strengthens labor 
rights and implements the highest possible labor protections for foreign workers. 

As you know from our previous meeting, I am concerned with ongoing reports about human 
rights abuses and poor labor standards in a number ofTPP countries, including Vietnam, 
Malaysia, and Brunei. These countries have been home to significant labor violations in the past, 
and any final trade agreement must make it clear that the status-quo is unacceptable. In order to 
gain my support, improvements must be made, and high standards must be set. In particular, 
significant issues with child labor, gender discrimination, on-the-job safety, hours, and wages 
must be discussed and addressed. 

W11ile I was not a Member of Congress at the time the United States-Colombia Free Trade 
Agreement was passed, I am wary of repeating past mistakes. Ongoing labor abuses in 
Colombia, even after the ratification of our trade agreement, have been well documented. As a 
result ofTPP negotiations, the United States has an opportunity to drastically improve labor 
standards and human rights in a region that has exhibited troubling behavior in many areas 
related to labor standards in the past, but we must have a trade agreement that has strong and 
enforceable labor requirements to do so. 

Increased trade as a result of the TPP could be a significant opportunity for our country, for 
Wasltington state, and for my congressional district. As you may know, Washington state, where 
40% of all jobs can be tied back to trade, is the most trade-dependent state in the country. 
However, TPP must be done right to benefit my constituents, the United States, and those living 
in the partner countries. Allowing goods from workers who suffer from the indignities of poor 
labor standards to enter the United States market is unacceptable. 
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Thank you for your attention and consideration. I look forward to working together as 
negotiations continue, and look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience. 

Sincerely, 

e Bene 
of Congress 


