
Society of Professional Engineering Employees in Aerospace International Federation of  Professional and Technical Engineers (IFPTE) Local 2001   •   www.speea.org

Representing aerospace professionals with competence, integrity and action

SPEEA NEWS / November 4, 2016 / No. 2263

Wichita open house a success
With more than 100 participating in the Wichita office open house, the crowd was impressed with SPEEA’s new facility. 
The celebratory event Oct. 20 drew current and former SPEEA Wichita activists including former Council officers and 
Executive Board members. SPEEA President Ryan Rule also took part along with SPEEA Treasurer Jimmie Mathis 
and IFPTE President Greg Junemann, along with IFPTE Secretary-Treasurer Paul Shearon. See a ‘virtual tour’ of 
the new office online at www.speea.org. Additional photos from the open house are in the November SPEEA Spotlite 
and on SPEEA’s Facebook page.

Schedule for 
2017 retirement 

seminars at SPEEA

In response to the demand for the 
retirement seminar at SPEEA (classes 
typically reach capacity months in 

advance), more seminars are scheduled for 
2017. 
This class, presented by SPEEA Benefits 
Director Matt Kempf ,  i s  especial ly 
important if you’re contemplating retirement 
in the near future or you are mid-late career 
and want to see where you stand regarding 
SPEEA retirement benefits.
The seminar covers:

• Pension overview
• 401(k) options
• Early retiree medical 
• Medicare and Boeing Medicare 

supplement
See the monthly schedule for 2017 online at 
www.speea.org (drop-down menu – Medical 
and Retirement). The web page includes 
class availability (classes are noted if full) and 
how to register.
Council Reps can request workplace 
retirement meetings for 2017 by sending a 
scheduling request to michelles@speea.org.

Shown here from left: Donna Lehane, SPEEA, Central States Council (CSC) secretary, R. Matthew Joyce, SPEEA, 
CSC vice president, Ted Rowan, Local 92, Joe Abbott, SPEEA, Mike Rudolf, Local 92, Central States vice president 
to IFPTE Executive Council and president of CSC, John Kannaby, Local 777, George Gammad, Local 99, and 
Larry Chojnacki, retired Local 92, CSC treasurer.

Updates and elections at IFPTE 
Central States meeting

CHICAGO – Three SPEEA Wichita 
members attended the IFPTE Central 
States Council (CSC) meeting in 

Chicago to join the discussion on retire-
ments, growing membership and upcoming 
meetings. 

New members attended the meeting which 
included election of officers. The group 
re-elected R. Matthew Joyce (SPEEA 
Council and Midwest Council treasurer) 
to CSC vice president and Donna Lehane 
(Council Rep) to CSC secretary. Mike 

Rudolf, Local 92, was re-elected CSC 
president and Larry Chojnacki, Local 92, 
was elected to CSC treasurer. Council Rep 
Joe Abbott also represented SPEEA at the 
meeting. 
The CSC meets twice a year in Chicago to 
discuss IFPTE business and updates from the 
Locals. The next meeting is set for April 22. 

SPEEA is on 
Facebook
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Area Rep Recognition 
luncheons in Everett
Council Reps in Everett are shown here at two separate offsite 
lunchtime meetings (some of the many lunchtime meetings 
held in October to recognize the importance of Area Reps 
as workplace liaisons). In the adjacent photo, Council Rep 
Betty Smith, standing in the center, is shown with Area 
Reps Rebecca Simmons, standing left, Frank Sexton, 
standing right and Baemin Chung, lower left and Carlo 
Caraccioli. Another recognition lunch, shown above, includ-
ed Council Reps Mahliek Barnes, Tarja Kallinen, Rich 
Madrid, Reagan Roth, Manizheh Sedghinasab and 
Jatinder Singh along with many of their Area Reps, includ-
ing Phil Howat, Doug Oldenburg, Colin Rowe, Stan 
Russell, and Robert Snyder.

CR follows in father’s footsteps

To say Developmental Center (DC) 
Council Rep Jeff Forbes grew up 
with SPEEA is 

not a stretch. “That’s 
my  ch i ldhood,”  he 
said, referring to the 
memorabilia cabinets in 
the lobbies of the Puget 
Sound halls. “I grew up 
drinking out of those 
(SPEEA) cups.”
Jeff still has the Council 
Rep name badge worn 
by his father,  Gene 
Forbes. The old badge 
has the atomic slide rule 
logo. Jeff ’s older broth-
er, Dave Forbes, was 
also a Council Rep (in 
the 1980s) prior to becoming a manager at 
Boeing. 
Jeff has his oldest brother, Terry, to thank for 
landing a job at Boeing in 2004. Terry, also 
a SPEEA member, saw the job listing and 
encouraged Jeff to apply for a job on the F-22 
because of Jeff ’s military experience. Jeff is 
vice-chair of the SPEEA Veterans Committee.
In the Air Force, Jeff was an F-16 crew chief. 
At Boeing, he now works on the KC46 pro-
gram as a maintenance analyst. 
Jeff, who goes to new-hire orientation on 
behalf of SPEEA, remembers his new-hire 
orientation. He stood up to leave at the end 
of the Boeing presentation when he heard 
someone say he needed to stay because he 
was in a union-represented job. “I got a 
warm, fuzzy feeling,” he said, “when I found 

out I was in SPEEA.”

 ‘Work family’
These days, when he 
addresses the new hires, 
he reminds them that the 
union is about having a 
contract and someone to 
call if they have a question 
or concern. “We’re like 
your work family. If some-
one is in trouble, then 
SPEEA tries to help them 
out.” The trick is to ask. 
“It’s only a question away.”
At first, he was too over-
whelmed with his new job 
to follow in his father’s 

footsteps as Council Rep. “It was like stand-
ing in a blender switched to puree.” When 
he needed help with a question related to 
benefits, he sought a Council Rep who con-
nected him to SPEEA Benefits Director Matt 
Kempf. “He (Kempf) jumped all over it, and 
got it fixed – that’s what ignited me.”
Jeff became an Area Rep, joined the Action 
and Communication Taskforce (ACT) and 
ran for Council Rep but lost the election to 
an incumbent. When his group was moved 
to a new district, he served as designated 
alternate to Council Rep Frank Troth, and 
then ran unopposed when Troth retired. 
“The greatest thing about being a CR,” he 
said, “is reassuring fellow members – letting 
them know they’re not alone. We will make 
sure they’re treated properly. ”



Wichita

TRAINING/
EVENTS

PUGET SOUND
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See online calendar for details.
RSVP where you plan to a  end.

Photos with Santa
Saturday, Dec. 3 – 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

 SPEEA Everett

Saturday, Dec. 10 – 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
SPEEA Tukwila

Northwest Membership Activities Committee

Veterans Day Parade
Saturday, Nov. 5 - 11 a.m.

Join SPEEA members who hand out small 
flags along the parade route

Sign up – vickim@speea.org 

Midwest Membership Activities Committee

Botanical Gardens 
Illuminations 
(for holidays)

Free tickets starting Nov. 22 
at SPEEA office

Nov. 26 through Dec. 31
(closed Dec. 24/25)

Limit two per member – 
while supplies last

Midwest Membership Activities Committee

Bowling with Santa
Saturday, Dec. 10 – 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.

 Derby Bowl, Wichita

Sign up by Dec. 5
Email vickim@speea.org

With names/ages of children 12 and younger

Midwest Membership Activities Committee

CR shows another 
side of union at 

career fair 

SNOHOMISH, Wash. – Council Rep 
Ryan (Jin) Huang remembers going to 
career fairs as a student. When SPEEA 

invited Everett CRs to join a booth at the 
Snohomish High School college/career fair, 
he volunteered. 
He was impressed with the students who 
came to the booth. Many were interested 
in the balsa wood SPEEA airplanes - which 
they built with different configurations at the 
booth. For example, they used only horizon-
tal stabilizers as wings or used the wings as 
stabilizers. They also resized the wings to see 
how it would affect flight. 
One of the students spent almost an hour 
trying at least five or six different configura-
tions and then testing how far and fast they 
could fly. “I would love to see him working 
at Boeing someday,” Huang said. 
About 100 students came by the SPEEA 
table during the two-hour timeframe Oct. 
25. At the table, Huang talked about his 
work as a manufacturing engineer on the 
777 program, how unions work and high-
lights of his SPEEA contract.
“I talked to them about what SPEEA negoti-
ates for us,” he said, noting how the medical 
benefits in the contract are better than for 
some non-represented employees. “I like that 
it (the contract) is set in stone for six years so 
I can concentrate on my work.”
Boeing also had a booth at the fair and direct-
ed students to the SPEEA booth, Huang said. 
“That’s what working together is about,” he 
added, noting that SPEEA is not always on 
the opposite side of the company.

    Executive Board 
mini-minutes – 
Oct. 20
       Attendees: Ryan Rule, Jimmie Mathis, Joel 
Funfar, Shannon (Moriarty) Deacon, Brent 
McFarlane, Nikki Wagener, Keith Covert
Council officers: Orlando De Los Santos, 
Mark Gayer, James Raskob, Tony Hickerson, 
Sandy Hastings, R. Matthew Joyce
Staff: Ray Goforth, Robin Fleming, Rich 
Plunkett, Steve Spyridis, April Rebollo, BJ 
Moore, Matt Kempf, David Glenn, Bill Razeto
At their regular meeting, the Board:

• Appointed Jessica Bonebright as a dele-
gate to the Martin Luther King County 
Labor Council for the 2016-2018 term.

• Approved 24 hours SPEEA paid time 
per person for Donna Lehane, Joel 
Funfar and Ryan Rule to attend IFPTE 
Fall Executive Council Meeting for a 
total of 72 hours of SPEEA paid time.

Santa needs help 
in Everett

The United Way of Snohomish County 
is seeking help with this year’s Toys 
for Tots. SPEEA is stepping up with 

a collection box for unwrapped gifts at the 
Puget Sound SPEEA halls by Dec. 7. 
Last year, Snohomish County United 
Way  helped Toys for Tots take in 82,385 
donations and serve 41,185 children in 
Snohomish County.
If you can help, all toys are welcome, but 
there is a special need for clothing items for 
babies up to three months old, as well as 
personal hygiene items for youths and toys 
geared toward older children up to 18. 
Reminder - only donate gifts – gift cards are 
not accepted for administrative reasons.
If you’re interested in volunteering with toy 
distribution (Dec. 10), contact susannem@
speea.org. 

Everett Council Rep Ryan (Jin) Huang is shown here at 
a high school career fair as a SPEEA representative. He 
talked about being an engineer with a union contract.



                                                   M I D W E S T  M E E T I N G S   ( A L L  T I M E S  C S T )

        
NORTHWEST MEETINGS ( A L L  T I M E S  P S T )

UPCOMING MEETING SCHEDULES

 4 • SPEEA NEWS / November 4, 2016 / No. 2263

PM training in Wichita draws members

WICHITA – Midwest Council 
Reps wasted no time scheduling 
seven separate lunchtime training 

sessions in the workplace when Contract 
Administrator Steve Spyridis offered to 
speak about Performance Management (PM). 
The meetings focused on tips for maximizing 
the meetings between represented employees 
and managers for both the PM Close-Out, 
which is under way, and the PM Define 
which will begin early next year. 
Nearly 200 took part in the meetings over 
a nine-day period. Spyridis also offers 
lunchtime meeting training to other 
bargaining units and locations. 

At the training, Spyridis reminded the 
participants to:
• Ensure they understand their manager’s 

expectations throughout the year.
• Bring a pen and paper to any meeting 

and write down what their manager says 
he/she expects.

• Turn the notes into an email to the man-
ager to confirm (or clarify) if you under-
stand their expectations for your work. 

Council Reps can request a lunchtime 
meeting with Spyridis. Also, Area Reps or 
members are encouraged to ask their Council 
Rep to set up one of Spyridis’ trainings. 
Spyridis can be reached at steves@speea.org. 

Gearing up 
for Council 
redistricting 

The Tellers  are gearing up for 
redistricting, which is a review of the 
geographic boundaries of Council 

Rep districts to ensure adequate coverage. 
The ratio is typically one Council Rep per 
every 200 SPEEA members, on average. 
The Tellers, who serve on the committees 
that oversee SPEEA elections and other 
ballot counts, will begin discussing the 
process and changes later this year, prior 
to the spring Council Rep elections. All 
Council Rep seats will be up for election. 
If you have any questions or concerns 
regarding Council districts, please let us 
know by emailing  terryh@speea.org  (Terry 
Hall is the staff focal for the Tellers).  

Retirement seminars at Kent draw SRO crowds
The lunchtime meetings on retirement with SPEEA Benefits Director Matt Kempf continue to draw standing-room-only 
crowds. The meeting shown here Oct. 26 drew more than 80. Council Rep Tony Hickerson scheduled the meetings to 
address members’ requests for more information about retirement benefits in the contract and the process. 

Self-defense seminar 
a success
Members, their families and guests who attend-
ed the recent self-defense seminars at SPEEA 
appreciated the opportunity to learn tech-
niques. The Women’s Advocacy Committee 
(WAC) hosted the event at SPEEA Everett on 
Oct. 22, which drew about 25, and at Tukwila, 
the class filled up with nearly 40. 
Many members brought their spouses and 
participated together in the training by Grand 
Master Jack Pierce, who holds a ninth degree 
black belt. Pierce focused on tips and training 
that anyone (of any size or athletic ability) 
could do and provided a handout to take 
home after the four-hour seminar.

  Week of November 7, 2016

Tuesday, Nov. 8 4:30 p.m. Tellers Committee
Wednesday, Nov. 9 4:00 p.m. Diversity Committee
Thursday, Nov. 10 4:00 p.m. Council Meeting

  Week of November 14, 2016

Tuesday, Nov. 15 4:00 p.m. Organizational Planning
Wednesday, Nov. 16 4:00 p.m. SPEEA Governing Documents
Wednesday, Nov. 16 5:00 p.m. NW Governing Documents
Wednesday, Nov. 16 5:00 p.m. Membership Activities Committee
Thursday, Nov. 17 4:00 p.m. Executive Board

  Week of November 21, 2016

Monday, Nov. 21 3:30 p.m. SPEEA Legislative & Public Aff airs
Tuesday, Nov. 22 4:30 p.m. Women’s Advocacy Committee

  Week of November 7, 2016

Wednesday, Nov. 9 6:00 p.m. Diversity Committee
Thursday, Nov. 10 4:30 p.m. Council Meeting

  Week of November 14, 2016

Tuesday, Nov. 15 4:00 p.m. MW Governing Documents
Wednesday, Nov. 16 6:00 p.m. SPEEA Governing Documents
Thursday, Nov. 17 6:00 p.m. Executive Board

  Week of November 21, 2016

Monday, Nov. 21 3:30 p.m. SPEEA Legislative & Public Aff airs
Tuesday, Nov. 22 4:30 p.m. MW Women’s Advocacy Committee

Grand Master Jack Pierce is shown here at the training 
in Tukwila. 


