
April 13, 2017 

NW17-010 

 

To:     NW Council 

From:    Tony Hickerson (CR K-2); Orlando De Los Santos (CR R-50); James Raskob (CR E-23) 

Subject:  Pre-Submitted New Business: Northwest Region Facilities 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Background 

The SPEEA Everett and Tukwila Union Halls have a number of problems. Both lack adequate parking 

even for divided Council meetings, neither has the meeting space to hold an in-person meeting of the 

full NW Council, and due to limited meeting space it is often difficult to find a night to hold an activity. 

Office facilities for Staff are also limited, offering a cramped working environment. 

 

Every year the NW Council: 

 Uses a non-SPEEA facility for our Guest Night, missing a perfect opportunity to bring guests to 

our own union halls. 

 Uses a non-SPEEA facility for our Awards Banquet, incurring a significant recurring cost. 

 

Phone banking is done at IAM or Teamsters facilities, restricting SPEEA’s organizing, legislative, and 

member outreach activities.  

 

Further, when a special session of the NW Council had to be called to vote on the 2016-2022 

contract, it had to be held at a hotel as no SPEEA facility could accommodate the meeting, despite 

the sensitivity of the topic.  

 

SPEEA recently purchased, at a cost of over half a million dollars, a new union hall for the Midwest 

Region which was carefully selected to meet the needs of the MW Council, members, and staff. A 

proportional expenditure for the NW Region would be well over $3,000,000.  

 

The SPEEA FY2018 Budget listed a Building Reserve account with over $4,000,000 on hand. 

 

Motion 

 

Therefore, it is moved that: The Northwest Council requests the SPEEA Executive Board and 

SPINC: 

1. Study the current facilities needs of the NW Region, including at a minimum the need for a meeting 

room suitable for the full NW Council and associated staff and guests, conference rooms to allow 

multiple simultaneous meetings and to allow privacy for closed sessions, office space for SPEEA 

staff, and parking. Desirable features would include sufficient space to hold the NW Awards Banquet, 

SPEEA Convention, and NW Guest Night, outdoor space to hold events, and facilities for phone 

banking. 

2. Investigate property and/or buildings which might prove suitable for SPEEA Union halls in the 

Puget Sound. 

3. Report to the NW Council on the availability, capacity, location, and cost of such facilities that might 

augment or replace one or both NW halls no later than November 9th, 2017.  
 


