
Passage or adoption of any legislative or public affairs proposal shall require a 60 percent majority of 
votes cast at a duly constituted SPEEA Council Meeting.  The total affirmative vote cast must be at 
least a majority of the total number of seated Council Representatives 

May 20, 2010 
M10-019 

To:  SPEEA Council Members 

From: CRs John McLaren and John Klym  

Subject: PRESUBMITTED BUSINESS:  Oppose H.R. 4812 Local Jobs for America Act 

 
Background 
   
This motion is also supported by ARs Bob Frohlich, Ed Baker, Activists Scott Brown (struck twice, 24 year member),  
Gary Mansell, John Patrick Christy, Bob Murphy, Armando Gonzalez, Dave Lawicki and Jon G. (Non-represented  
potential member – watching closely). 
 
HR 4812, the Local Jobs for America Act has been introduced into the house. The bill will create $75,000,000,000.00 to 
$100,000,000,000.00 of new, federal government debt to give state, local government and community based 
organizations (like ACORN?) money to “save and create” temporary local jobs.   
 
This new debt is in addition to the $787,000,000,000.00 debt from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 
According to the official government web site, Recovery.gov, as of May 7th, $395 billion (over 50%) of these funds had not 
yet been paid out. Our members deserve to know why an additional $100 billion should be taken out of our paychecks 
when then there are still so many unspent funds from the previous stimulus bill.  
 
Government spending is out of control leading to record deficits. For every $1.00 the federal government spends today, it 
must borrow $0.43. This record deficit spending is unsustainable. 
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Over 200 economists, including three Nobel Laureates published an open letter in the New York Times and Wall Street 
Journal stating: 

 
“More government spending by Hoover and Roosevelt did not pull the United States economy out of the Great 
Depression in the 1930s. More government spending did not solve Japan’s “lost decade” in the 1990s. As such,  
it is a triumph of hope over experience to believe more government spending will help the U.S. today.” 
 

A May 12, 2010 editorial in The Gazette lauds the Colorado Springs city council for voting to reject support of HR 4812. 
They noted: 
 

“When the federal government tries to create work – at a cost of inflation, debt and excessive taxation – it merely 
takes wealth from the private sector that otherwise could be used by investors, entrepreneurs and producers who 
improve society by improving lives.”  
 

If this $100 billion spending bill passes, SPEEA members could be adversely affected by one or more of the following: 
 Increased taxes reducing their paychecks 
 Increased inflation eroding the value of their paychecks 
 Prolonging of the recession leading to additional SPEEA member layoffs 
 Reduced ability to organize other aerospace workers if IFPTE’s support of HR 4812 is seen as putting a “big 

labor, progressive agenda” before the economic interests of SPEEA’s diverse members 
 Our children and grandchildren’s futures will be spent paying down our debts; this is unethical 
 Ten of billions of bailout dollars will go to states and local jurisdictions far from where our members live. SPEEA 

members will be subsidizing the frivolously overspending of these irresponsible governments who will be able to 
continue their overspending.  

 
Motion 
 
It is moved that: THE SPEEA COUNCIL opposes passage of H.R. 4812 the Local Jobs for America Act and will contact 
IFPTE and legislative representatives to advocate for defeat of the bill. 
 
 
PRO Opposing HR 4812 demonstrates that the SPEEA Union places the wellbeing of their members as the top priority 
and encourages government agencies to become more lean and efficient instead of relying on suffocating increases in 
taxes and fees. 

 
CON Governments may need to:  

 cut jobs that provide non-essential or administrative services  
 eliminate programs that are not part of governments’ responsibility as defined by state and federal constitutions 
 donate less money to community activist groups 

 


